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The Wood Qualities of Karamatsu Grown
in the lkutora District Plantation

Nobutaka KAWAGUCHI Masaji TAKAHASHI
|sao OKUBO

Quality, grade and strength tests were performed on logs and sawn squares
taken from large-diameter Karamatsu, Lari/x /epto/epis Gord., trees grown in
the plantation of the Ikutora National District Forestry Office. The
results of the tests are summarized as follows:

(1) Orderly variations were recognized in gravity, mechanical strength
etc., from pith towards bark within a trunk

(2) A trunk could be divided into juvenile wood and mature wood. The former
would include the part from the pith to about the 15th annual ring or about 6
centimeters from the pith, the latter being the part outside it

(3) Knot existence usually affects log grades. However, few of the squares
taken from logs sawed in several sawing procedures failed to meet the standards
because of the knot existence.

(4) After air drying, the majority of the tested squares were ranked higher
in connection with bows, twists and checks than others tested so far.

(5) As for the static bending strength of full-size squares, the strength was
small in boxed heart squares but large in side-cut squares; medium in squares
having a pith on their surface or in any one corner. In baby scantlings, the
strength was found to be as large as, or larger than, in side-cut squares
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