Cultivation of Late Fall Oyster,
panellus Serotinus (Pers.: Fr.) Kuhn

Hidetake ITO Namio TAKIZAWA
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Late fall oyster has recently been found to be cultivable. Although this edible
fungus is one of the popular wild mushrooms, its commercial production on any
significant scale has not been achieved in Hokkaido. This has been mainly
due to the lack of information required for its cultivation. This report
offers information on how to cultivate the late fall oyster on bed logs and a
sawdust-rice-bran medium. Our experiments showed that wood particularly
suitable for its cultivation is a white birch log of a small diameter, and
that climatic conditions found in all the areas of Hokkaido are acceptable.

On potato-dextrose-agar, mycelium was observed to grow at 6-30 ; an
optimal temperature was found to be 23-26 . Bud formation was seen at
7 —18 and fruit body growth was predominant at 12-15 in the birch
sawdust-rice-bran medium. After an incubation period of 40 days at 22 ,
fruit bodies grew up at 12 within 35 days. A constantly high relative
humidity of at least 80 percent was necessary. When grown in a medium contaning
wheat-bran instead of rice-bran, the late fall oyster has its cap become
darkish and tasted rather bitter when cooked.
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