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Prediction of the Ishikari Bay herring, Clupea pallasii, fishery based on virtual
population analysis and a trawl survey by research vessels.

Motohito YAMAGUCHI, Hiroya MIYAKE and Shiro TAKAYANAGI

Abstract

A technique to predict the stock and fishing condition of the Ishikari Bay herring Clupea pallasii, was developed
based on virtual population analysis (VPA) and a trawl survey by research vessels. The stock size of fish aged 3
years or over, in terms of the number of individuals, was derived using VPA. And then that of 2-year-old fish was
estimated from the product of the stock, derived as above, and the ratio of 2-year-old fish relative to the older fish
obtained from the trawl survey. The predicted catch tended to be underestimated while the resource was on the

increase. Therefore, the catch forecast in the present study is considered to be a target value for sustainable use of

the Ishikari Bay herring resource.
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Table 1 Body weight at each age.
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Fig.1 Survey area of trawl sampling for herring.
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Table 2 Results of the trawl survey conducted off the coast of Rumoi between 2003 and 20009.

Captured numbers by trawl (Ct) Towing

Date Location Age distance Ship
Latitude Longitude __Depthm)__0_1_ 2 34 5= '°2 (um)
2003 28-Sep 44° 073 'N 141° 1382 'E 196 0O 0 66 5 7 3 80 1.52 Oyashio
Total 0O 0 65 5 7 3 80 1.52
28-Sep 44° 396 'N 141° 13.86 'E 191 0 34 1 142 20 0 197 1.00 Oyashio
2004 28-Sep 44° 659 'N 141° 1301 'E 207 0 3 3128 12 0 178 1.01 Oyashio
Total 0 69 4270 32 0 375 2.00
25-Sep 44 ° 404 'N 141° 1320 'E 225 0 23 20 0 16 O 59 1.00 Oyashio
25-Sep 44° 403 'N 141° 1350 'E 211 o o0 o0 o0 1 0 1 139 Oyashio
26-Sep 43 ° 4793 'N 141° 827 E 249 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 1.51 Oyashio
2005 21-Oct 44: 733 'N 141° 1245 E 226 0 3 27 1 11 0 72 147 Oyashio
15-Nov 43 ° 5983 'N 141° 1298 'E 211 0O 6 2 0 4 o0 12 149 Oyashio
15-Nov 44 ° 371 'N 141° 1307 'E 233 0 25 28 0 25 O 78 111 Oyashio
16-Nov 44 ° 947 'N 141° 1201 'E 195 0O 4 0 0 1 0 5 1.00 Oyashio
Total 0 92 77 1 58 0 228 897
23-Oct 43° 4812 'N 141° 10.96 'E 202 0O 0 6 0 O0 O 6 198 Oyashio
24-Oct 44° 294 'N 141° 1314 'E 230 0 18 35 11 0o 2 66 1.60 Oyashio
24-Oct 44° 624 'N 141° 13.17 'E 207 0 27 64 U 0o 1 103 1.63 Oyashio
2006 24-Oct 43 ° 5741 'N 141° 1143 E 225 o o 7 3 1 2 13 158 Oyashio
25-Oct 43 ° 5649 'N 141° 1359 'E 192 0 1 8 1 1 4 15 177 Oyashio
25-Oct 43 ° 4930 'N 141° 1250 E 173 o 0 3 0 O0 o0 3 150 Oyashio
Total 0 46 123 26 2 9 206 10.06
18-Jul 43 ° 51.02 'N 141° 1218 'E 194 o o0 1 0O 0 O 1 198 Oyashio
18-Jul 43 ° 5954 'N 141° 1220 E 229 o o o0 3 o0 1 4 161 Oyashio
24-Aug 43 ° 5811 'N 141° 1068 'E 253 0 14 111 95 3 0 223 148 Oyashio
10-Sep 43 ° 4763 'N 141° 797 'E 250 o o0 1 0o 0 O 1.53 Oyashio
10-Sep 43 ° 4700 'N 141° 863 E 237 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 1.49 Oyashio
12-Sep 44° 136 'N 141° 1206 'E 251 0 2 41 43 0 O 86 1.54 Oyashio
12-Sep 44° 508 'N 141° 1253 'E 250 o 2 1 4 0 O 7 184 Oyashio
26-Sep 43 ° 4355 'N 141° 571 'E 255 o o0 1 1 0 0 2 151 Oyashio
30-Sep 44° 557 'N 141° 1256 'E 246 o o0 1 0o 0 O 1 149 Oyashio
1-Oct 43 ° 5322 'N 141° 952 'E 259 0o 1 1 2 0 0 4 150 Oyashio
1-Oct 44° 239 'N 141° 1240 E 251 0o o0 1 0O 0 O 1 144 Oyashio
2-Oct 43 ° 4877 'N 141° 850 'E 247 0O 6 6 5 0 O 17 199 Oyashio
2007 2-Oct 43° 4904 N 141° 953 'E 233 0O 6 2 0 0 O 8 197 Oyashio
15-Oct 43 ° 5035 'N 141° 841 'E 260 0O 5 4 4 0 O 13 161 Hokuyo
15-Oct 43 ° 4343 'N 141° 634 'E 245 0O 18 26 15 0 O 59 161 Hokuyo
27-Oct 44° 858 'N 141° 1199 'E 229 0 1 9 5 0 O 15 152 Oyashio
27-Oct 44° 302 'N 141° 1300 E 235 0O 0 22 9 0 O 31 166 Oyashio
27-Oct 44° 049 N 141° 17.73 E 221 0o 0 6 14 1 0 21 1.79 Oyashio
28-Oct 43 ° 4934 'N 141° 888 E 243 o o0 1 3 0 O 4 186 Oyashio
28-Oct 43 ° 4961 'N 141° 1107 'E 204 o 0 0 2 0 O 2 134 Oyashio
30-Oct 44° 10.13 'N 141° 1187 'E 202 o 3 5 3 0 o0 11 152 Oyashio
30-Oct 44° 624 N 141° 1231 E 252 0 0 3 2 0 1 6 1.51 Oyashio
30-Oct 44° 113 'N 141° 1219 'E 243 0 4 12 2 0 0 37 154 Oyashio
7-Nov_ 44 ° 029 'N 141° 1235 E 230 0 24 637 617 20 O 1,298 150 Oyashio
Total 0 86 892 849 24 2 1853 38.85
22-Aug 44° 1140 'N 141° 1070 'E 254 o o0 1 0o 0 O 1 116 Oyashio
22-Aug 44 ° 1932 'N 141° 876 E 251 0o 0 1 0O 0 O 1 148 Oyashio
23-Aug 44° 060 'N 141° 1175 'E 252 o 0 o0 1 0 0 1 164 Oyashio
30-Sep 43° 58.11 'N 141° 1046 'E 258 o 0 0 o0 2 o0 2 154 Oyashio
30-Sep 44° 555 'N 141° 1251 'E 246 o 0 o0 1 0 0 1 147 Oyashio
2008 1-Oct 43 ° 5008 'N 141° 999 E 235 o 0 o0 1 0 0 1 152 Oyashio
23-Oct 43° 5874 'N 141° 1150 'E 236 o 0 O o0 2 O 2 154 Oyashio
13-Nov 43 ° 57.60 N 141° 1505 'E 157 0 1 4 1 1 0 7 148 Oyashio
13-Nov 43 ° 5949 'N 141° 1204 E 229 0o 0 29 18 17 1 65 1.77 Oyashio
13-Nov 44 ° 351 'N 141° 1336 'E 221 0 5 106 11 9 0 131 193 Oyashio
Total 0 6 141 33 31 1 212 15.53
2-Sep 44° 2174 'N 141° 844 E 247 o 0 o0 1 0 0 1 11 Oyashio
1-Oct 44° 391 'N 141° 1281 'E 246 o 0 o0 1 1 0 2 148 Oyashio
1-Oct 44° 329 'N 141° 1253 'E 255 0o 0 o0 1 0 o0 1 153 Oyashio
23-Oct 43° 4830 N 141° 922 'E 234 0O 0 0O 4 0 O 4 078 Oyashio
23-Oct 44° 729 'N 141° 1210 'E 249 o o0 1 0o 0 o0 1 155 Oyashio
24-Oct 44° 299 'N 141° 1276 'E 245 0 1 2 45 2 0 50 150 Oyashio
2009 24-Oct 44: 1.05 'N 141: 11.84 'E 255 0 1 1 47 5 1 55 144 Oyashio
24-Oct 43 ° 54.02 'N 141 1060 'E 237 o 0 0O 3 0 O 3 160 Oyashio
25-Oct 43 ° 4893 'N 141° 949 E 232 o 0 0 7 4 0 1 197 Oyashio
28-Oct 44° 037 'N 141° 13,62 'E 200 0O 2 6151 29 9 197 121 Oyashio
28-Oct 43 ° 5331 'N 141° 10.39 'E 240 o 0 0O 5 0 O 5 150 Oyashio
11-Nov 44 ° 153 'N 141° 1254 'E 240 o 0 o0 1 0 0 1 053 Oyashio
12-Nov 43 ° 5358 'N 141° 1046 'E 238 0 0 3 65 11 2 81  1.27 Oyashio
Total 0 4 13 331 52 12 412 18.09
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Table 3 F calculated by VPA.
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Fig.2 Stock number calculated by VPA from the catch
number in all years (upper) and that before the
predicted year (lower).

Fisheries Year

Age 995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009
1 098 068 068 073 027 074 032 0.1 014 003 002 001 002 007 003
(0.64) (0.60) (0.54) (0.55) (0.39) (0.23) (0.09) (0.06) (0.02) (0.02) (0.03)
2 000 054 102 131 135 072 195 040 1.07 047 069 052 028 034 038
(0.87) (1.28) (1.12) (1.45) (1.01) (1.15) (0.65) (0.72) (0.62) (0.52) (0.38)
3 009 188 201 342 130 224 092 101 154 085 148 079 074 1.00
(1.23) (2.40) (2.21) (2.29) (1.43) (1.46) (1.06) (1.13) (1.40) (1.07) (1.00)
4 009 188 201 342 130 224 092 101 083 136 105 069 089 088
(1.23) (2.40) (2.21) (2.29) (1.43) (1.46) (0.85) (1.07) (1.19) (1.06) (0.88)
5< 083 136 105 069 089 088

(1.46) (0.85) (1.07) (1.19) (1.06) (0.88)

Upper: F calculated from the overall data. Lower (in parentheses):F calculated from data up to the predicted year.
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Fig.3 Relationships between predicted yield (Ypv) and

yield (v) for each age class.

Number: Fisheries

year, Dotted line: Y=X.
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Table 4 Coefficient of correlation (r) between
maximum and mean numerical catch per 1
nautical mile (n.m.) towing and number of
stock in each age class.

Age  Maxumum catch and stock Mean catch and stock

1 0.365 -0.107
2 0.210 0.644
3 0.447 0.193
4 0.421 -0.257
5= 0.962 * 0.111
* : p<0.001
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Fig.4 Frequency of each age class in the trawl survey
(upper) and in stock derived by VPA (lower).
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Fig.6 Total predicted yield and yield of classes above
1 year of age.
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