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Research has been progressing to find out better conditions for producing
ruminant roughage from wood, and as part of the research several wood species
were treated for several minutes with saturated steam of elevated temperatures.
The resuls of the experiment are summarized as follows :

1) Homogeneity in wood quality was realized in the auto-clave by purging
the steam at a rate of 1 kg/min while the wood was steamed.

2) In the 500-liter auto-clave, 1-ton steam was required for steaming
1 -ton chips.

3) Different initial moisture contents led to considerably different results
after the steam treatment, and the proper content was found to be more than
30 percent.

4) The water content of wood roughage, related to that of raw chips, was
found within £ 2 to 3 percent of the latter.

5) The amount of steam needed to produce wood roughage was recognized to be
approximately 20 percent larger in winter than in summer.
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