Economic Analyses of Karamatsu Ornamental
Plywood Production

Shuhei ISHIKO Hirokazu KANNO

Karamatsu logs with large diameters were used as materials for producing
ornamental plywood The logs had to have their branches pruned off for the
purpose, and though the expense for the pruning added to the cost of producing
the plywood out of karamatsu it was thought to be worth while to examine
whether or not it would be more proditable to use the logs as materials for
ornamental plywood than to use them merely for producing packaging materials
or as materials for making boxes Here is a summary of the studies

1 Branch-pruning was conducted at three different ages 1i.e., when the
trees were 7 10 and 15 years old In the first pruning branches to the
height of 2.35 meters from the ground were pruned off in the second to the
height of 4.40 meters in the third to the height of 6.45 meters

2 All the necessary conditions being taken into consideration it was
concluded that as materials for ornamental plywood the logs of the first group
should have diameters larger than 24 centimeters those of the second group
larger than 28 centimeters those of the third group larger than 34 centimeters

3 It was estimated that the rates of logs available as materials for
ornamental plywood to the whole log earning from hectare were 24 percent 70.8m°
in 40 years 27 percent 103.9m* in 50 years and 28 percent 112.6m* in 60
years after the afforestation

4 1t was also estimated that if the price of plywood was 1,200yen per
piece a factory of plywood products was able to buy logs for 28,580yen per m®
when the veneer yield was 30 percent

5 Price indexe were established for determining the price of ornamental
plywood under a condition that the veneer yield was 30 percent

6 Earning logs for both ornamental plywood and lumber was found to be more
profitable than earning logs only for lumber and among the three groups the
second group brought about the most profit. However the difference in profit
between the second and the third was so small that to ensure a sufficient amount
of logs for ornamental plywood production it was advisable to use logs of the
third group as well
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