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-The drying rate of wetwood 1)-
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Problems in drying Todomatsu wood especially the one containing wetwood
include large variations of the final moisture content and the uneven
distribution of moisture after drying This paper reports examinations of
drying properties especially the drying rate of the wetwood. Thus to
ascertain whether or not the wetwood having a lower drying rate than the normal
wood is one of the causes of those problems drying tests were performed at a
normal temperature of 20 and at a high temperature of 60  The results
are summarized as follows

1 Drying tests at 20 show that on the average the wetwood with a 20
moisture cotent level has a drying rate of 0.262  h while the normal has a
rate of 0.207 h This means that when dried at a normal temperature wetwood
has a slightly higher drying rate than the normal

2 Tests at 60 show that on the average the wetwood with a 10 moistur
content level has a drying rate of 0.494 h while the normal has a rate of
0.484 h Both of the wood have almost the same drying rate

3 Under the experimental conditions there was no relationship recognized
between the drying rate and the specific gravity in oven dry or the average
width of annual rings of the ray angle toward the wide plane of the lumber

4 From the results of the experiments it is possible to conclude that
the wetwood does not have a lower drying rate than the normal and that the
problems mentioned above may be attributed to the variations of the innitial
moisture content in the lumber containing the wetwood

Further experiments will be performed on the drying rate of the wetwood under
improved test conditions to determine the rate more accurately
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