The Mini-Finger Jointing of Karamatsu
Japanese Larch

Tadao KITAMURA ichi
vakato  1SHIT Yoichi TAGAMI

The following two sets of tests were performed on karamatsu Japanese larch
laminated veneer lumber to provide for mini-finger jointing techniques 1 to
determine the cutting life of a resharpened finger cutter with high-speed steel tips
in various ways of testing 2 to determine the flexural mechanical properties of
the samples in several different end-jointing ways The obtained results
are summarized as follows

1  The cutting life suitable for maintaining an ideal cutting condition was found
to be 25 meters in total cutting meterage and a cutting life of 33 meters was
observed to tolerate a critical condition

2 The mechanical properties of the end-jointed were affected by those
of the component and when end-jointed with mini-finger joints the
composed of sapwood had superior properties to the composed of heart-
wood

3 The end-joints became strongest when their finger-shaped profiles were for-
med on glue-line sides and put to face a bending force

4 The composed of the sapwood tended to be broken at finger-joints
whereas the composed of the heartwood at butt-joints
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