The Solar-Drying of Lumber
The characteristics of solar dryied softwood lumber in
each season
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A green house type of solar dryer was developed at this institute in 1983 as a
simple method to dry lumber and efforts have been made to popularize the method
among related industries The characteristics of wood dried in this way are
different from season to season so tests have been made to clarify the difference
by comparing the characteristics of the softwood lumber 10.5x 10.5x 365cm dried
in the solar method with those of the lumber dried naturally The results are
summarized as follows

1 In summer the solar drying was over twice as effective as the air drying
In winter it took the solar drying one and a half to two months to dry the lumber
from a green state to a 20 percent moisture content

2 Quality reduction was seen in boxed heart lumber because it tended to suffer
from checks and twists

3 Whether the piling volume was normal 11w or half that of the normal piling
5.5m* there was little difference in checks and drying time

4 Excluding the money interest the drying cost was 2,000 to 2,400 yen per cubic
meters all through the year
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