The Properties of the Lumber of Old
Planted Larch

Masaji TAKAHASHI Nobutaka KAWAGUCHI

Tests were conducted to examine the properties of the lumber of 60 years old
planted larch trees from Urahoro all of which grew as lone trees  The
results of the tests are summarized as follows

1  Having grown as lone trees the tested trees had large branches which gave
the lumber such knots as caused it to be degraded

2 Generally twists caused by drying are certain to appear in boxed hearts
but when the boxed hearts had a section of large dimensions it was possible to
reduce the twists

3 The lumber except the boxed hearts and the one produced from near the
pith was strong enough to be used for construction wood

4 From the results of the tests with the clear specimens it was found that
the parts in the cross section of the trunk which could be used for construction
wood were outside the 20th annual ring from the pith and that the parts within
the 20th annual ring had large variations of shrinkage rates However the
parts outside the 35th annual ring had a uniform shrinkage rate
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