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The New Early Potato Variety “ Waseshiro”

Kazuo Asama, Hei-ichi Ito, Norio Murakamr and Takeshi Ito

Summary

“ Waseshiro”, the new potato variety, was bred from the cross between “Kon-kei No. 7”
and “Hokkai No, 39”. The artificial crossing was made at Hokkaido Prefectural Konsen
Agricultural Experiment Station in 1962. This variety was registered as a recomended
variety of Hokkaido and was described in the Official List of Varieties and named as “ Wa-
seshiro” (Potato Norin No. 20) in 1974. The agronomic characteristics of the variety are
as follows;

1. This variety ripens several days later than the Irish Cobbler, but the yield is superior
in early lifting.

2. Stem length is somewhat low. Foliage is comparatively open. Colour of the flower
is purple. Leaves are light green in colour and leaflets are large and round in shape.

3. This variety is superior to the Irish Cobbler in total yield, tubers over 60 gram.
and starch content.

4. Tuber is large with smooth yellowish-white skin, somewhat flat and oval in shape,
floury to medium when boiled and has medium to deep eyes. Flesh is yellowish-white.
Taste is sweet, flavour good. The variety is suitable for shoestring and chip-frying in early
harvest.

5. This variety has R, gene, and is slightly resistant to late blight, virus Y and fairly
resistant to hollow heart.

Hokkaido Prefectural Konsen Agricultural Experiment Station, Nakashibetsu, Hokkaido,
086-11, Japan
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