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A New Rice Variety “Honoka 224"

Masakazu TAKEKAWA*, Kazuo SASAKI*, Kazuo MIURA*, Kenzi UENO*
Kazuhiko YAMAZAKI*, Mitsuaki TEZUKA* Katsuyoshi MORIMURA*
Sadamu WADA**, Hiroshi MAEDA**, Tadao SASAKI**, Harumi KIKUCHI**
Toshinao ARAI** and Akira HONMA**

Summary

A new non waxy rice variety “Honoka 224" was developed at Hokkaido Prefectural Donan
Agricultural Experiment Station and was registered as a recommended variety of Hokkaido in
1990, Tt was derived from the cross “Toiku No, 214 (Shimahikari), Kuiku No, 110 (Michiko-
gane) //Kuiku No, 114(Yukihikari)” at Hokkaido Central Agricultural Experiment Station in
1981, For generation advancemnt, winter nursery facilities at the station and a field in Kagoshi-
ma city were used, Hokkaido Prefectural Donan Agricultural Experiment Station received F,
progeny from the cross and had continued the selection since 1983.

“Honoka 224" heads about the same time as the late cultivar “Matsumae” but matures 3
or 4 days erlier than the variety, The culm length of “Honoka 224" is about 5 cm shorter
than that of “Tomoemasari”, as same as “Yukihikari”, But the resistance to loding is supe-
rior to “Tomoemasari” or to “Yukihikari, becouse of the culm is rather thick and rather
hard, The panicle length of “Honoka 224" is rather shorter than that of “Tomoemasari”.
The planttype is the semi-panicle-number type. The awns are very few and short. The glume
tip color is yellow-white,

The tolerance to cool temperature in the booting stage is superior to “Shimahikari” but is
inferior to “Yukihikari”, as same as “Matsumae”, The tolerance to rice blast is superior to

“Tomoemasari” or to “Yukihikari”, as same as “Matsumae” .

The brown rice kernel of “Honoka 224” is medium in shape, and the length and the width
are 4. 91 mm and 2. 95 mm on the average, The 1, 000 grain weight of “Honoka 224" is about
22.1g and is more heavy than that of “Yukihikari” about0.8 g, The grain quality of “Hono-
ka 224" is rather superior to “Yukihikari”, because of almost no white core and no whitebel-
ly. Eating quality is very good as same as “Shimahikari” or “Kirara 397".

“Honoka 224" mainly adapts to the southern region of Hokkaido and should replace to

“Tomoemasari, “Matsumae” and a part of “Yukihikari”.

*

Hokkaido Prefectural Donan Agricultural Experiment Station, Ono, Hokkaido, 041-12, Japan
Rice Crop Division, Hokkaido Central Agricultural Experiment Station, Kamihoromui,
Iwamizawa, Hokkaido, 06903, Japan
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