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A New Common Bean Variety “Kita Rosso”

Yusuke SAITO*? Hitoshi SATO*?, Kosuke NAKAGAWA™!,
Masataka OKUYAMA*? and Hisanori SHIMADA™*!

Summary

A new common bean (Phaseolus vulgaris L.) variety “Kita-Rosso” was released in 2017 as the first red
kidney bean variety for salads and stews in Japan. It was developed at Hokkaido Research Organization Tokachi
Agricultural Experiment Station (TAES).

Recently, consumption of pulses for salad or stews has increased in Japan. The Japanese red kidney bean
varieties used for sweetened boiled beans are called Kintoki bean, which are low aptitude of salads and stews.
Therefore, we developed “Kita Rosso” for western-style dishes.

“Kita Rosso” was selected from the progeny of the cross between “Montcalm 023" and “Tokei B394”.
“Montcalm 023” is a red kidney bean variety in USA, obtained through International Center for Tropical
Agriculture, and “Tokei B394”, which was bred in TAES, had similar agricultural characteristics to those of
“Taisho Kintoki”.

In three years of testing at TAES from 2014 to 2016, the maturing date of “Kita Rosso” was almost the same
as that of “Taisho Kintoki”. Yields of “Kita Rosso” was similar to that of “Taisho Kintoki”. Importantly, “Kita
Rosso” retained its red seed coat color and did not lose its shape after cooking (boiling) than those of “Taisho
Kintoki”.

“Kita Rosso” is expected to become new pulses commodity in Japanese market for salads and stews, and to
contribute to keep production areas of common bean in Hokkaido.

*1

Hokkaido Research Organization Tokachi Agricultural Experiment Station, Memuro, Hokkaido, 082-0081 Japan
*2 ditto. (Present; Hokkaido Research Organization Kamikawa Agricultural Experiment Station, Pippu, Hokkaido
078-0397 Japan)

E-mail: yuusuke-saitou@hro.or.jp

*3 ditto. (Present; Hokkaido Research Organization Central Agricultural Experiment Station, Naganuma,
Hokkaido, 069-1395 Japan)

ditto. (Present; Hokkaido Research Organization Central Agricultural Experiment Station Plant Genetic

Resouces Division, Takikawa, Hokkaido, 073-0013 Japan)
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