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A New Short-day Strawberry Variety “Kita-ekubo”

Hiroshi KONNO*!, Yutaka INAGAWA*?, Koji KAWAGISHI*}, Kazuo SAWADA**,
Koji SHIOZAWA*®, Shunsuke KATO*® and Sayaka TACHIKAWA*®

Summary

“Kita-ekubo” is a new short-day strawberry (Fragaria x ananassa) variety for semi-forcing culture. “Kita-ekubo”
was developed at Hokkaido Prefectural Dhonan Agricultural Experiment Station as a variety that has good flavour,
such as “Hoko-wase”, a longer shelf life than “Hoko-wase”, good quality fruits and a high yield. This variety
originated from a 1987 cross between “59 kou-13-37 (“Aiko” x “Morioka 19”)” and “Reiko”. It was released as a
recommended variety for Hokkaido in 1993 and registered by the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries of
Japan in 1995. .

The first harvest date of “Kita-ekubo” is 7 to 10 days later than “Hoko-wase”. “Kita-ekubo” plants are
moderately erect and vigorous, and produce numerous runners. The required low temperature period less than 5°C
for breaking dormancy is very long.

Average fruit size is slightly larger than “Hoko-wase”. Fruit are conical in shape with a very glossy bright-red
skin and light-orange flesh. The soluble solids content (SSC) and the titratable acidity (TA) of “Kita-ekubo” fruit
are higher than those of “Hoko-wase”. “Kita-ekubo” fruit has tougher skin and firmer flesh, and a longer shelf life
than “Hoko-wase” fruit. The hollow core of “Kita-ekubo” fruit is large.

“Kita-ekubo” shows resistance to fusarium wilt (Fusarium oxysporum f. sp. fragariae), verticillium wilt ( Verticil-
lium dahliae)and powdery mildew (Sphaerotheca macularis) but is susceptible to botrytis rot (Botrytis cinerea).

“Kita-ekubo” is adapted to a late semi-forcing culture in Hokkaido.

*! Hokkaido Dohnan Aguricultural Experiment Station(Present; Hokkai Sankyo Co., Ltd., Kitahiroshima, Hok-
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