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The Relationship between the Method for Making Grass
Silage and the Prevalence of Listeria spp.

Shin SERIKAWA™', Masanobu TAKAHASHI*?, Tadao OZEKI*® and Tsutomu OHGI™**

Summary

The prevalence of Listeria spp. in the grass silage ensiled at the Konsen Agricultural Experiment Station was surveyed.
In the silage ensiled in tower silo and bunker silo, Listeria spp. was isolated from many surface specimens, especially
from the specimens near the wall. In the round bale silage, Listeria spp. was isolated from the surface and inside
specimens. Listeria spp. was isolated more frequently from specimens with pH over 6. 6, and less frequently from
specimens with pH below 4. 5. These results indicated that Listeria spp. would grow well on the surface of the silage
ensiled in tower silo and bunker silo, also in the round bale silage, and the growth of the bacteria would be suppressed
in the appropriately fermented silage
*1 Hokkaido Konsen Agricultural Experiment Station (Present; HOKUREN Federation of Agricultual Cooperatives,
Sapporo, Hokkaido, 060-8651 Japan) v
*? ibid., Nakashibetsu-cho, Hokkaido, 086-1153 Japan
*3 ibid. (Present; Department of Agriculture, Hokkaido Government, Sapporo, Hokkaido, 060-8588 Japan)
* ibid. (Present; Hokkaido Animal Research Center, Shintoku-cho, Hokkaido, 081-0038 Japan)
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