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The New Rice Variety “Kita-ake”

Yasufumi KUNIHIRO*, Yasunari EBE, Sadamu WADA,
Noboru SHINBASHI, Akira HONMA, Takio SASAKI, Kazuo SASAKI,

Yoshinori NUMAO, Katsuyoshi MORIMURA and Hisashi TAN-NO

Summary

A new rice variety “Kita-ake” has been selected by the bulk-breeding method at Hokkaido
Prefectural Kamikawa Agricultural Experiment Station. It was derived from the cross between
“Eikei No. 7361” and “Dohoku No. 5”. This variety was registered and released as a recommended
cultivar for Hokkaido in 1983. The registered number by the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and
Fisheries is “Paddy Rice Norin 268”.

Main characteristics of the new variety are briefly described as follows. “Kita-ake” is early
maturity in the central part of Hokkaido. Its heading date is rather later than that of “Hayakogane”
but its maturing date is nearly the same as that of “Hayakogane”.

“Kita-ake” is a short culm variety and belongs to panicle-number type. It has fairly few and
short awns and yellowish-white glume tips.

The new cultivar is high tolerant to cool in the booting stage, being similar to “Hayakogane”
which belongs to the most tolerant class among present recommended varieties in Hokkaido. Field
resistance to blast is moderate. Its lodging resistance is rather inferior to that of “Ishikari”.

The brown rice kernel of “Kita-ake” are medium in shape and fairly large in size. Visual grain
quality is superior to “Shiokari” and eating quality is equal or rather superior to that.

The yield potential of this variety is regarded as nearly equal to that of “Ishikari” and yielding
stability is adaptable to the early variety growing areas of Hokkaido and should replace “Shiokari”
and a part of “Hayakogane”.

* Hokkaido Prefectural Kamikawa Agricultural Experiment Station, Asahikawa, Hokkaido, 079 Japan.

P 2

& L. ¢

& T, ¢

P e AP



