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Insect Pests on Lonicera caerulea L.(popular name, “Haskappu”)
in Hokkaido

Toru Mi1zukosHI*

Summary

Lonicera caerulea L. var.emphyllocaryx Nakai (Blueberried honeysuckle) is called “Haskappu” in
Hokkaido, this popular name originating from the language of the Ainu race. Haskappu is a
deciduous shrub, and its berries are processed like blueberries to make jam, fruit wine, jelly, and so
on. With the increase of cultivated areas, a problem of injury caused by insect pests has occurred.

In this study, the types of insect pests and their degree of occurrence on this plant were investigat-
ed in cultivated areas and in the wild state. A investigation in 1984 and 1985 revealed 5 species of
Hemiptera, 21 species of Lepidoptera, 3 species of Coleoptera, and 2 species of Mecoptera, 2 species
of Acarina. The most seriously injurious insect pests were two species, one being the celery aphid
(Semiaphis heraclei Takahashi), and the other Lecanium sp. Other important pest species were the
Tortricid leaf-rollers, Hemaris fuciformis affinis Bremer,Orgyia recens Hiibner, and Apha aequealis
Felder. However their degrees of occurrence differed in each district.

The life cycles of the impotant pest insects are as follows.

(1) Semiaphis heraclet Takahashi: This aphid has not previously been recorded as an insect pest on
crops in Hokkaido. Winter is passed as shiny black eggs in crevices on old bark. The stem mothers
give birth to succeeding generations in late May and establish colonies on young leaves, which soon
become curled and stunted due to feeding. Although in early August curled leaves in which no aphids
are feeding increase, and in late August some colonies are again observed on the leaves of new shoots,
migration to secondary hosts has not been confirmed.

(2) Lecanium sp. : This species is currently being identified. There is one generation per season
in Hokkaido. Winter is passed in the nymphal stage under the scale coverings of host plants.
Development continues from the beginning of May, and maturity is reached in late May. Heavy
infestations of these piercing-sucking insects greatly reduce plant vigor and often kill the host if no
control measures are initiated. White eggs are laid beneath the scales of the female insect which
produces them. These eggs hatch in late July, and the tiny nymphs crawl out and migrate over the
backs of the leaves. When the leaves are shed, nymphs migrate over the stems and branches.

(3) Tortricid Leaf-rollers : 10 species of Tortricidae were identified in the present investigations.
The dominant species was Archips betulanus Hiibner, followed by Sparganothis pilleriana Denis &

Schiffermiiller and Archips fuscocupreanus Walsingham.

* Hokkaido Prefectural Tokachi Agricultural Experiment Station, Memuro, Hokkaido, 082 Japan.



