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Effect of Grass Production in Swards on Feeding level

of Forage and Milk Production in Dairy Farming

Teruo MaTsunakas, Jun-ichi Kosexi, Heiji MATSUSHIRO,
Takashi Sekyyvo and Kenji NisHIKAGE

Summary

This investigation was carried out on 758 cutting swards in Nemuro district, Hokkaido, in order
to clarify the factors affecting the vield of the swards. The effect of the yield of grasses on the
feeding level of forage and the milk production in dairy farming was studied among the results from
the investigation. The results obtained were as follows

1) The yield of grasses was tended to be high in the dairy farm where grassland area per cow was
small, because of heavy fertilizing. The high yield, however, was not enough to meet demand of the
herd size in the farm, so that the forage made of grasses was insufficient for the herd size.

2) This insufficiency of the forage caused high rate of cost of consentrate to gross margin from
milk production in the farm described above.

3) Both tendencies of decrease in grassland area per cow and increase in the rate were more
obvious in large scale farm. Therefore, it appeared that the milk production in the large scale farm
more depended on the concentrate rather than the forage.

4) From the results, it was concluded that the increasing the yield of grasses in the swards was
important factor for improving the management of the farming depending on the concentrate.

*Hokkaido Prefectural Konsen Agricultural Experiment Station, Nakashibetsu, Hokkaido, 086-11,
Japan



