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Seasonal Prevalence of the Flower Thrips,
Frankliniella intonsa (TRYBOM),
at Adzuki Bean and Weed Field

Kazuhiko HACHIYA™*!

Summary

The damage of vegetables and flowers injured by the flower thrips, Frankliniella intonsa
(TrYBOM), has been increasing in horticultural fields for several years. In this paper, the incidence
of thrips both in adzuki bean field and on the weeds growing near the field in Asahikawa, Hokkaido,
Japan was investigated during the adzuki bean cropping season.

In adzuki bean fields the adults were caught continuously from early April till the middle
October with white and yellow sticky and water pan traps. The numbers were much larger in
summer than in spring and autumn. The period when most adults were caught coincided with the
flowering period of the adzuki bean. The seasonal prevalence of the thrips number on the two types
and colors of traps were similar.

Seven common species of weeds were periodically sampled and the numbers of thrips on flowers
were examined. The thrips of F. intonsa were found on the flowers of all seven weed species and F.
intonsa was the dominant species of the thrips group. The numbers of thrips obtained from the
European dandelion and white and red clover were much larger than those from the other weed
species, and the maximum number on the three weed species was 27.4 to 70.8 per flower.

The results of the present study showed that F. intonsa is common and most abundant in crop
fields from spring to autumn, and that thrips continuously fly to and land in the crop fields, particular-

ly in summer.

*1 Tlokkaido Prefectural Kamikawa Agricultural Experiment Station, Nagayama, Asahikawa, Hokkaido,

079 Japan.
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