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Occurrence of Thrips on Adzuki Bean

Kazuhiko HACHIYA*

Summary

Occurrence of thrips on the inflorescence of adzuki bean plant was investigated at 57 fields from
1984 to 1987 in Hokkaido. Abundance, species of thrips, and several findings concerning the abun-
dance are reported.

{1) Abundance of thrips varied with fields and years, but thrips were easily found to be
infesting the inflorescences of adzuki bean at every field. The average number of individuals was 9.8
per flower, and that of female adult, male adult, and larva were 3.4, 0.7, and 5.7 per flower, respective-
ly. (2) The most predominant species was the flower thrips, Frankliniella intonsa (TRYBOM) con-
stituting 99.3 percent of total adults. (3) Difference in abundance was not observed between the
middle and the edge of fields. There was negative correlation between the degree of crop luxuriance
and the abundance of thrips, and this correlation was assumed to have resulted from the thrips’ habit
of preferring dry and sunny places. (4) No correlation was found between the number of flowers and
the abundance of thrips (or the degree of injury), and it seemed that the flowering was not influenced
very much by the injury of thrips at least under the normal infestation level. (5) There was a
tendency for the number of thrips to diminish right after any kind of insecticide spraying aimed at

other insect pests.

*  Hokkaido Prefectural Kamikawa Agricultural Experiment Station, Asahikawa, Hokkaido, 079
Japan.
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