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EXPLANATORY TEXT
OF THE
GEOLOGICAL MAP OF JAPAN

Scale 1 : 50,000

SYARI
(Abashiri-39)

By
Katsuhide Matsushita

Résumé

The mapped area situates in the northeastern part of Hokkaido.
The area occupies the root of the Shiretoko Peninsula, facing against
the Ohotsuku Sea.

From the topographical point of view, the area is subdivided into
as follows:

1. The Yanbetsu delta distributing from Yanbetsu to Kayano and
terrace plateau (eastern plateau) developing the area of Raiun, Mitsui
and Fuiji.

2. Sand dune developing along the sea-shore line. -

3. Alluvial low-land around the Syari-gawa and its tributaries.

Geology

The sediments distributed in this area are Quaternary formation,

and their stratigraphical successions are given as follows:

2. The Sand dune
[3. The Syari bed
Pleistocene l4. The Yanbetsu sand gravel bed

i’l. The Alluvium
jRecent l
Quaternary l

-

5. The Kutcharo volcanics

Followings are the explanation of the geological system found in
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this area, in decending order.
1. The Kutcharo volcanics

The formation is seemed to be contemporaneous with the welded
tuff developing in Kutcharo and Bihoro district. However, the facies
are different each other. Namely, the rock facies of the formation is
unconsolidated pumice flow, containing welded pumice breccias, which
belongs to hypersthene andesite.

This formation occupies the basal part of the Yanbetsu delta and
the eastern plateau.

It is interesting that this formation had built the Yanbetsn delta
at first, and then the Yanbetsu-gawa branched off from the Syari-gawa
by the impediment of this delta.

The restored map indicates this process.

2. The Yanbetsu sand grave! bed

The bed developes around the marginal part of the Yanbetsu delta
and eastern plateau. Facies of the bed is, generally, sand, gravel and
the lenticular intercalations of pumice and ash.

Cross-bedding is observed- in everypart of this formation. It indi-
cates that the sediment of this bed had been accumulated around the
old sea-shore line.

In eastern part, along the Ikushina-gawa, the bed had generally
merged in'Fo the upper deluvium deposits.

3. The Syari bed

The bed is composed of the alternation of pumice and loam. In
the central part of the delta and the eastern plateau area, this forma-
tion is distinct. While in the marginal part of the delta and the plateau,
this alternation merged into the upper part of the Yanbetsu sand
gravel bed, and seemed to be contemporaneous.

4. The Sand bune

The sand bune deposits developes in a belt along the sea-shore

line, and undulates gently with 20~30 m. height.
5. The Alluvium
The alluvium deposits distribes along the Syari-gawa and its tribu-

taries, covers in broad area of this sheet. The swamps, the Totsuru-to
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and the Nikuru-td, are observed around the inner area of the sand-
dune.
Economic Geology
This area yields very poor mineral resources. The pumice from
Nakasyari in the Syari bed is used for materials of ash-block. Sand
iron ore deposits developes along sea-shore line, however, they are poor
and useless at present.
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