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EXPLANATORY TEXT
OF THE
GEOLOGICAL MAP OF JAPAN
Scale 1:50,000

KENEBETSU
(KUSHIRO—10)

BY
Kohei MATSUI

Résumé

This mapped area is situated in eastern part of Hokkaido, ex-
tending between latitudes 43°217 to 43°31’ N, and longitudes 144°
45’ to 145°00" E.

Topography

The topography of this mapped area is characterized by hilly
plateaus, height of which is 50 to 150 meters above sea level.

They are similar to Nemuro Plane (60 to 150 meters above sea
level) of the Konsen area, the east of Hokkaido.

Along the Nishibetsu River and Tohoro River, the river terraces
develop to the relative height of 5 to 10 meters above the present
river bed. Moreover, marsh is developed in the south and east of

the mapped area.

Geology

This sheet map area is almost composed of the Quaternary
formations as described below. Above all, younger volcanic materials

derived from Mashu Volcano cover the mapped area entirely,
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The formations of Pleistocene age consist of Toshunbetsu Forma-
tion, Pumice Flow Deposits, and Chashikotsu Formation, in ascending
order.

The recent formations are composed of Younger Volcanic Ash
Formation, Terrace Deposits, Marsh Deposits, and Alluvial-Dgpesits.

Toshunbetsu Formation originates in Nishibetsu, the cast of the
area, and also from the northeast of the Shibetsu sheet map area.

In this mapped area, it extends along the Tohhoro River and
Nishibetsu River., This formation is composed of laminated, semi - or
unconsolidated deposits rich in silt, pumice, gravel and volcanic ash.

Pumice Flow Deposits are only found at the north of the town
of Kamishunbetsu, and at the Shintomi district, the southwest of the
area.

These deposits are almost rich in pale red or gray pumice in
color, but several part of them are rich in volcanic ash.

Chashikotsu Formation originates in Nemuroshibetsu and
Nakashibetsu, the east of the area. It is laminated beds consisting
of sand, gravel and rounded pumice. Younger Volcanic Ash Forma-
tion covering the area entirely, is derived from Mashu Volcano, and
is composed of volcanic ash and pumice.

Terrace Deposits consisting of sand, gravel and rounded pumice,
are developed along every river.  The deposit along the Nishibetsu
River is the most typical in this sheet map area.

Marsh Deposits are found in the lowland of the east and north
of the area, and are almost composed of peat.

Alluvial Deposits distributed along every river are composed of

sand, gravel and clay.

Economic Geology

No utilizable mineral resources are found in the mapped area.
Only the sand and gravel derived from Chashikotsu Formation are

being utilized for the repair of roads.
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