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NISHIBETSU
(KUSHIRO-11)

BY
KOHEI MATSUI

Résumé

The present geological map sheet provincially belongs to
northeast Hokkaido, and lies between latitudes 43°20’-43°30" North,
and between longitudes 145°0’-145°15" East.

Topography

Main topographical features in the mapped area are the hilly
terrain continuous from the Konsen wild plain, flat terrain which
is one step lower than the hilly terrain, and marshy areas by the
lake Fuhren-ko and along the rivers. Also Alluvial terraces are
developed along each river system.

Geology

All the formations developed in this area belong to Quaternary.
* Pleistocene

Fuhrenko formation, typically developed in the adjacent
Anebetsu map sheet, crops out only in the southwestern part of
the present area. Its lithology consists of sand, mud and volcanic
ejecta.

Toshunbetsu formation, typically developed in Nakashibetsu in
the north and in Nemuroshibetsu area, is also only narrowly



distributed in the tributary of the Tokotan river in the present
area. Its lithology consists of pumice and volcanic ash.

Pumice flow deposits are developed in the tributary of the
Shunbetsu river, Tokotan river, Yaushubetsu river and also in the
area adjacent to Takaoka. They contain so-called pumice flow and
ash flow, but are here treated as a single unit.

Chashikotsu formation is to be found in the tributary of each
river in the area, and is composed of sand, gravel with rounded
pumice.

Yausubetsu formation is distributed only in the south of the
Nishibetsu river, and is lithologically composed of volcanic ash,
loam and pumice.

* Recent deposits

Newer volcanic ashes belong to the Mashudake Group, and are
widely developed in the whole area, and are divided into ten beds.

Marshy deposits are developed by the Fuhrenko and in the
river tributary. Only low moor soils, transitional moor soils and
high moor soils are differentiated and coloured in the geological
map.

Terrace deposits are also to be found along each river, but in
the present map only the most conspicuous ones in the tributary
of the Nishibetsu river are indicated.

Applied geology

No significant underground resources have been detected in
the mapped area. Only sand and gravel of the Chashikotsu form-
ation have been utilized as road metal.
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