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Study on the size of sea cucumber, Apostichopus japonicus,
Juveniles Released in the Soya Sea Area

Kanji NAKAJIMA*', Tadao BANDO*?, Keizo YOSHIMURA*® and Akio TAKIYA*!

Artificial seeds (21,000) of sea cucumber were divided into two groups by their size : large (average length 29.4
mm) and small (average length 15.6 mm). They were released in the Soya port on 8 August, 2000. Follow-up checks
were carried out at 2 months, 3.5 months, 1 year, and 2 years after release. Released sea cucumbers of the large and
small groups grew to be approximately 1.7 and 3.2 times in length, respectively, at 2 months after release. Significant
reduction in number was observed right after release; that decrease was more pronounced in the small group.
Subsequently, no reduction was observed for both groups. These reductions were inferred to result from death or
disappearance out of that location ; the major reason seemed to be that the seedlings were washed out by the tide.
Two-year remaininng rates were 47.0% and 7.4% for the large and small group, respectively. The large group

demonstrated a high remaining rate, indicating the effectiveness of 30 mm seedlings.
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