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Changes in age composition of chum salmon caught on the Shibetsu coast and Shibetsu River (Short Paper)
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Age compositions of chum salmon caught with a setnet on the Shibetsu coast and with a salmon weir in the Shibetsu River
were investigated, eastern Hokkaido, northern Japan in 2011-2014. For both coastal and river catches, the proportions of age
5 were higher early in the season, although those of age 4 were higher late in the season; average ages decreased with the
progress of the season. Average ages of river catches were higher than those of coastal catches in the same periods, then average

ages of river catches changed 10—30 days later. Age compositions and average ages differed between the total coastal catches

and the total river catches.
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Fig.1 Map of the study area showing the locations of
Shibetsu No. 18 setnet in the coastal area and the
salmon weir in the Shibetsu River.
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Fig.2 Seasonal changes in age compositions of chum salmon
collected at 10—day intervals on the coast (left panels)
and the Shibetsu River (right panels) in 2011-2014.
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Fig.3 Changes in average age of chum salmon collected at 10

—day intervals on the coast (solid circles) and the river
(open circles) in 2011-2014.
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Fig.4 Age compositions of total catches of chum salmon
caught on the coast and the river in 2011-2014.
Numbers in the panels are average age.
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