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Age-9 chum salmon caught in eastern Hokkaido (Short Paper)
YASUYUKI MIYAKOSHI

Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Research Institute, Hokkaido Research Organization, Eniwa, Hokkaido 061—1433,
Japan

Chum salmon Oncorhynchus keta usually mature at two to six years of age (i.e., age 0.1-0.5 in the European system), and
recently the existence of age-7 and age-8 chum salmon has been reported. For management of fisheries and enhancement of this
species, the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Research Institute examines the age of chum salmon returned to rivers and coastal
areas of Hokkaido. An age-9 chum salmon was found in fish caught in the set-net fishery in the Utoro area, eastern Hokkaido,
on 12 September 2012. The fish was male, and scales were only sampled but the body size was not measured. From the scale
length, fork length of the fish was estimated at 67.5 cm (95% confidence interval: 66.8—68.2 cm). This is the first record of age-

9 (age 0.8) chum salmon in Japan.
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Table 1 Number of chum salmon examined for age in the Utoro area, eastern Hokkaido, 2012

Date Age-3  Age-4 Age-5 Age-6 Age-7 Age-8 Age9 Total
12 September 0 42 50 2 0 0 1 95
21 September 0 41 56 1 0 0 0 98
2 October 2 54 41 3 0 0 0 100
19 October 13 63 20 1 0 0 0 97
27 October 19 56 23 2 0 0 0 100
6 November 13 57 28 0 0 0 0 98
17 November 17 61 20 2 0 0 0 100
Total 64 374 238 11 0 0 1 688
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Fig.1 The scale of age-9 chum salmon captured by a set-net in the Utoro area, eastern Okhotsk, on 12 September 2012 (left:
whole image , right: enlarged image). Arrows indicate the annuli formed on the scale.
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