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Distribution of masu salmon spawning redds in the Gunbetsu River, Bishabetsu River and Gokibiru River in Hokkaido
(Short Paper)

KAZUTAKA SHIMODA* AND HILOSHI KAWAMULA

Hokkaido Research Organization, Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Research Institute, Eniwa, Hokkaido, 061-1433, Japan

The distribution and number of spawning redds of masu salmon Oncorhynchus masou in the three non-conservation rivers
(Gunbetsu River, Bishabetsu River and Gokibiru River) in Hokkaido were investigated, and the results were compared with the
previous studies of the conservation river. One hundred and sixty-five redds per 9.1km in the Gunbetsu River, twenty redds per
2.0km in the Bishabetsu River and one hundred and thirty three redds per 9.2 km in the Gokibiru River were found, respectively.

The number of redds per km in these non-conservation rivers was equal to the neighboring conservation river of the Atsuta,

indicating the importance of non-conservation rivers for the spawning of masu salmon.
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Fig. 1 Distribution of the spawning redds of masu salmon (0), dams (D1-D12) and upper or lower limits of the study area (dotted

line) in the Gunbetsu, Bishabetsu and Gokibiru Rivers.
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Fig. 2 Density of masu salmon spawning redds in the Atsuta River (Hl, Sugiwaka et al., 1999) and in the study sections of non-

conservation rivers ((D—©@)).
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