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Prey of northern fur seals off the coast of Matsumae, Hokkaido, Japan

— Toward understanding the dynamics of feeding ecology in relation to fisheries

Yoko GOTO*'?, Takanort HORIMOTO' and Yoko MITANT

' Wakkanai Fisheries Research Institute, Hokkaido Research Organization, Wakkanai, Hokkaido 097-0001,
? Fisheries Research Department, Hokkaido Research Organization, Yoichi, Hokkaido 046-8555,
* Ocean Mammal Team, Wildlife Research Center, Kyoto University, Sakyo, Kyoto, Kyoto 606-8203, Japan

The stomachs of northern fur seals Callorhinus ursinus (n = 94) captured off the coast of Matsumae, Hokkaido, Japan

between 2011 and 2020 were examined to determine their prey. The results showed that fur seals mainly feed on Okhotsk atka

mackerel Pleurogrammus azonus, rockfishes, and squids. These prey species are important targets of coastal fisheries in the

spring. The estimated body and mantle lengths of these prey species almost matched the size of fishes in the commercial

catch. This indicates that fur seals and commercial fisheries are using the same resources; therefore, fur seals are potentially

susceptible to conflict with fisheries. However, during the migration of pelagic fishes such as anchovies and sardines, fur seals

were observed to also feed on these prey species, which are not targeted by fisheries in the study area. The results highlight

the importance of long-term monitoring to understand the dynamics of feeding ecology.
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DOLIEREINDDS, BEREORRFIIHL 2 TIE R,
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1A VH <A T Y Sardinops melanostictus 7z &) %2 A 7
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M A & LIS A Y ORI RN E B S 22 L7z,

BERRVAE

BAREST  ALHEEARETIR I B VT, 2011~2013 48
BLU2015~2020FE D 2~6 HIZEF 4 kDA v+t
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2020 4F) 12X DN SNz FRIWEIERIE Fig 1 1R L7z,
WIS IR O SARHT/NG O B OB X ORRET/
BCHICK D HE BRIE) Sh7z. SEEENCiERE L2
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WIZE D HEAOEH e R/ANRES L7201 HEREE L
THEEL, ZOHBNEWEZKEKRIZE Y BEE L7z ik
Table 1 Total number of stomachs of northern fur seals by
body weight (BW) class collected off the coast of
Matsumae, Hokkaido, Japan, during the periods
2011-2013 and 2015-2020
Numbers in parentheses indicate the number of
empty or almost empty stomachs.

Male Female
Year Month BW (kg) < 50 51-99 > 100 14 - 57 Total
2011 Fep. 1 1
May 1 4 5
2012 Fep. 1 1
Mar. 3 3
Apr. 2(2) 1 1 4(2)
May 1(1) 6 1(1)  8(2)
2013 Mar. 2 2
May 3 14 (3) 17 (3)
2015 Apr. 2 1 3
May 2 1 3 6
Jun. 3 1(1) 4(1)
2016 Apr. 1 1 2
May 2(1) 4 6 (1)
2017 May 1(1) 1 5(1)  1(1) 8(3)
Jun. 2
2018 Apr. 1 1
Jun. 2(1) 2(1)
2019 Apr. 1 1 1 3
May 3 1 1(1) 5(1)
2020 Apr. 1 1
May 2 8(1) 10 (1)
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Fig.1 (a) Map of Matsumae, Hokkaido, Japan. (b) Location of the study and capture (box) areas in Matsumae.
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LA TO7ZBNEWIZOWTIE, KEB0E, K, B
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DOFER LRI I L7z & AN LM, 7 E1C
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WY ORFALOMBENIIRE (1955) 12HEvy, WHEZ%
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[ZowWTiE, MEPUKESBSTE) 77 Ly AaLb sy
A BITZTIIAHENTWE T =7 RX—2 [HHE
HOFMRICL 2HEBICHTL2~v=27 V] (EFD,
2005) (ZHEVTTEEZRRR Y TRz #RE F CHE L 72,

B o BB (Frequency of Occurrence: FO%) (i
HAEPNS, (FOEFHIL2EE / 25 2B 28
X 100 (%) THFE L7z

FOEEL, FEHLEE SN R LoBEOE, H
SO R A it LIREEIICEL L. 28, ki
FDEEEMWETE Lh o KA OERIL, Goto
and Shimazaki (1998) 2% U CHEY OB E b
AL ) BEEYOER L L CHIE L, ek

EHALEOBANEWw S, HIrEHNEDE=S
(reconstructed stomach contents weight) H3MEHTIZ VS 1L
% (Tollit eral, 2010) o L 2> L, AWFFEIZ A L 72HEAH
ROKEIL, /N 107 kg ~ R 242 kg LAEDPRE N E
Es, —EOBMEICORELENELL 2 EDE R
bMbe ZITEAYA ZEIZL LN T A%REL 20,
FERAEY) E w2 X B EEME ORI Goto eral. (2017) 12
v, BELM A 7 T — O ERME (Gravimetric
composition: G) 12 & 1) &l L 720 G fiEIZkNIZ L Y ko
7MEIZ 100 2 L, HAERERL (G%) & L7

ny 11
Gpi= Z‘. (Wiyk/ ; Wyik Viny

v BRI & ZHF TNV kAT — W
EYER (01g $TEHE) m ZRE HAWIFE S
N7z b &0z, W (0% 7 F 17 Engraulis
Japonicus, XA 7, <% T Gadus macrocephalus, A1
N &5, ANVIEMHH Sebastes spp., K v, ZF O
O (FEATRRES ), YA, AVXAH, £0
i1 7138 (2~ K7 A 71 Loliolus japonica, KA A 77, Ff
KA A), 2 O8) 1ZX5 L7,

RS A THE B A XOHEE I 72 BIfR
WU T o) THh b,
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T A H 2013 4E 4 HIETGEICB W T80 12
EDIES N ) A HIER IR ROFRMENE (Lower
Rostrum Length: LRL, mm) & #}£$ (Mantle Length; ML,
mm) DRERKEIER L7z (P = 076),

ML = 11801 LRL + 63509

T/, BARONERNERFZ, BErS < SiskER
AL ANSAEER Y W S L, fE
WAVERMB 2 R L 72,

AWV A A H ML = 3744 LRL + 1853 (Clarke, 1986)

Ry EEEKETE ORENG R TR LIS & b
SRy 179 EOE A (Otolith Length: OL, mm)
& {5 E (Standard Length: SL, mm) 7° 5 B4R 2 1ERL L 72
(#=015),

SL = 14862 OL + 22737
BT REEENOBEICOVWTRET 2720, vk
A F AERORE 2 R 51 kg K, 51kg Ll b
100 kg A B & N 100 kg DL 2 3 X4 L7z. el
HDOHIA, (Baker eral, 1994) 3 X OB (A D 1EIKEE %
S IIER - BERER - BER S 72 D L) K L7 fRER
FHHIME AR 4 TRBRR T - 72729 100 kg DL EIZIX
5 L7

AT IRE A 7w VSRR, 7 et (&
BICTAI, W) Z2EH L7

& R

HEEEYMOEELEIES BV TVo) beskhrel
W 8 R GHALERE V), SHAEY OJREBRO REEAFE L T 7z
HILE (GHILERY IV) (X 7k TdH -7z (Table 2), =
WS OERITLIEO T 2 S BRI L 72 BNEWEE L
0.1~16.6 kg D#FIPHT, P51 kg TH o720 T7o, 22H,
HALER S L ORERFHIER E RV 72 ENEEREO
RE R4 A %4 (Stomach Contents Index: SCI) D35
fiE1E 3.6% = 2.6 SD. (3K 133%; n= 66) Td -7,
MAEEN O ERMEE (G%) Tl 2017EBLWT
0FEXHENTHy FoARbEVWEEL FOTWw
(Fig. 2)o 2015 4ELIRE, ~ ¥ I BLVAT b7 ¥ 5D G%
1256 2 AN L T 228, 2019 4R IdmifE & b
B3, 2020 SEIX~ T T DIEBO AP A SN, A BT
122012 4E1EY ) A 71 D G% DA b Ao 7258, 2013
FEIZY VAT OHBUIITE A LR L, AV AL T D FO%
B LU G% OfEidSE - 72 (Table 2, Fig. 2), 2011 43
L2013 FEZRNT 2016 FEF TlE, YU A A LB
FELREAY L 72> TWzs, 2017 ELREIZIZ E A CE
fHEENTWaDolze T2, ANVAL HITDOWTIZ 2011
% B X 2019 4F F Tl 28.6~100% O B THARE
ST W7228, 2020 FEORERD S IZHBIL e h o 72
(Table 2)

Table 2 Frequency of occurrence (FO%) of prey species in stomachs of northern fur seals collected off the coast of Matsumae,
Hokkaido, Japan, during the periods 2011-2013 and 2015-2020. The name in parentheses indicates that the name
listed in international databases (e.g., FishBase, WoRMS, SeaLifeBase) differs from the name used domestically.

Sampling Year

Prey item 2011 2012 2013 2015 2016 2017 2018 2018 2020
Japanese anchovy Engraulis japonicus 66.7 375

South American pilchard Sardinops sagax

(Japanese sardine) (Sardinops melanostictus) Pa: B 1A 100 20
Pacific cod Gadus macrocephalus 8.3 4.7 429 857 50 30
fiskapalieh Gadus chalcogrammus 333 63 250 143 429 50

(Walleve pollock)

Unidentified cod Gadidae spp. 6.3

Oweston sting fish Sebastes owstoni 143 714 14.3 10
Yellow body rockfish Sebastes steindachneri 8.3

Unidentified rockfish Sabastes spp. 667 250 500 75.0 14.3 50 429 50
Dotk sl weLker] Pleurogrammus azonus 83.3 833 750 583 571 571 50 857 90
(Arabesque greenling)

Unidentified prickleback Stichaeidae spp. 8.3

Unidentified fishes 167 167 125 28.6 14.3

Spear squid Heterololigo bleekeri 250 125 167 571 143 50 10
Japanese squid Loliolus japonica 16.7 14.3

Magister amhook squid Berryteuthis magister 333 83 250 167 143 857 14.3 10
Japanese flying squid Todarodes pacificus 333 625 100 429 286 100 429
Chiroteuthid squid Chiroteuthis picteti 14.3

Unidentified squids 1867 25.0 63 333 286 714

Unidentified crustaceans 8.3 143

FishBase: https://www.fishbase.se/search.php (Accessed: September 30, 2024)
WoRMS: https://www.marinespecies.org/index.php (Accessed: September 30, 2024)
SeaLifeBase: https://www.sealifebase.ca/search.php (Accessed: September 30, 2024)
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Fig.2 Annual changes in the gravimetric composition (G%) of prey types present in the stomach contents of northern fur seals.
The number on each bar shows the number of samples, except empty stomachs.
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Fig.3 Monthly changes in the number of squids found in the

stomach contents of northern fur seals. Data are

pooled for all research years. The number on each bar
shows the number of samples including squids.
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Fig.4 Mantle length composition of undigested spear squid
found in the stomach contents of norther fur seals.

iR FEEEAIED FO% b 72— 72 (Table 2)
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v RS LTS [HIR - 1o T LA 1l
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BEYAX 2012 FIESNAERD S ITRBELOY )
AANREHMB L7z TNHOY Y A I OIERMKIE
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L7 (Fig. 4)o F 7, 20124E3B X 182016 4E 12155 17z

n=1
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Fig.5 Frequencies of estimated dorsal mantle length of spear
squids present in the stomach contents of northern fur
seals by sampling year. Only sampling years in which
a total of 52 or more beaks were present in the
stomach contents are shown.
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Fig.6 Frequency distribution of dorsal mantle length of
spear squids caught off the coast of Matsumae,
Hokkaido, Japan in April 2013.
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present in the stomach contents are shown.
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Fig.9 Gravimetric composition (G%) of prey types present
in the stomach contents of northern furs seals by body
weight class. Fur seal body weight was categorized as
follows: a) < 50 kg, b) 51-99 kg, ¢) > 100 kg. The
number on each bar shows the number of samples.
Data are pooled for all research years.

Table 3. Frequency of occurrence (FO%) of Japanese flying
squid (JFS) and Okhotsk atka mackerel (OAM) in
the stomach contents of northern fur seals (NFS) by
weight class. Data are pooled for all research years.

NFS weight class (kg) <50 51-99 2100

Number of samples 15 9 56

FO% JFS 80.0 44 4 375
OAM 20.0 66.7 87.5

HH LD L, 100 kg PLEDAETIZ R Y 7 9% < %
Bz (Fig 9)o KRNI AT AN AL B I OFK Y
@D FO% 1, 51 kg Kiili DRk & 100 kg LU O R 12
HEEDPHD SN (AVALH 1 p<000l, 7T A—
WOEBRE v = 0364, kv 7 ip< 0001, 7 F A — )LD
H B4R E v = 0.566, Bonferroni 37, Table 3), 2018 4 F T
DFERTIE, 51 kg KO A2 SR » ridaHEL
oo 72, 2009 SEDLEDOEARD2 S MBI L TWwiz
(Fig. 10)o

SRR OBLERRE iR I HIEAR O
Bz Xy Lzl s, [ETVTFROBEMTIZBWTY
Bl B L OEEEZOMEAI A SN (Fig 11), 72,
R I 2 SR L, RO ELE R © B
ELAEBTHU Y AT 4 v VIR R RATD, AERET
WIERINE N D o7 (n= 94, p=088),

THALEERE T B X OV OFEARIZ A S N7z REFEY O 5
L, Ry SR REIE T L 2 B ERES S 0o
72, ZNHIEWTNORHATIZ D A 57z (Fig 12),
Z DD AR DT b HHAERF I & DOBEIL R W72
o7z (Fig 12),
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Fig.10 Frequency of occurrence (FO%) of Okhotsk atka
mackerel (OAM) and Japanese flying squid (JFS) in
the stomach contents of northern fur seals by
sampling year. Data shown by fur seal body weight
class: a) < 51 kg, b) 51-99 kg, ¢) > 100 kg. The
number on each bar shows the number of samples.
N.D. indicates no samples.
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time. Data are pooled for all research years.
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Fig.13 Frequency distributions of the standard length of
Okhotsk atka mackerel caught by gillnet off the coast
of Matsumae, Hokkaido, Japan in November 2011.
The raw data were obtained from the Hakodate
Fisheries Research Institute (unpublished).
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Appendix 1 Monthly catches of spear squid in Matsumae
during the main fisheries season (January to
June) from 2011 to 2015. Data were obtained
from ‘Current status of Hokkaido’s fisheries’
(https://www.hro.or.jp/fisheries/h3mfcd000000
0ge0.html, Accessed: August 13, 2024)
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Appendix 2 Monthly catches of Okhotsk atka mackerel in
Oshima- and Hiyama-subprefectures from 2016
to 2020. Data were obtained from ‘Current
status of Hokkaido’s fisheries’
(https://www.hro.or.jp/fisheries/h3mfcd000000
0ge0.html,Accessed: August 13, 2024)
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